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In the midst of the glitter of the past weekend of NCAA 
basketball, there was a story playing itself out on the other 
side of the globe. For the first time in a decade a defending 
Davis Cup champion was eliminated from competition in the first 
round of play. The Australians humiliated the United States 4-1.  
 
Neale Frazer, captain of the Australian team said that he was 
disappointed at the caliber of the American team sent to 
Australia, that Davis Cup competition deserved better. Indeed 
this was a sorry representation of U.S. tennis power. Five of 
the top ten tennis players in the world are from the United 
States, and none was in Australia. Jim Courier, Pete Sampras, 
Andre Agassi all stayed home, declining to join the U.S. Davis 
Cup team. Michael Chang and Ivan Lendl were apparently not 
asked. 
 
Malavia Washington, another highly ranked American also stayed 
home, because he was not invited. There have even been some 
suggestions that the lack of an invitation for Washington 
stemmed from the racism of the U.S. Tennis Association. Such a 
thought is nearly unthinkable just few weeks after the death of 
Arthur Ashe. But then we are talking about the Tennis 
establishment, which makes major league baseball look like 
charter members of the Rainbow coalition. 
 
The U.S. team in Australia was headed by Brad Gilbert, ranked 
30th in the world, and David Wheaton, ranked 48th. Only Wheaton 
managed a victory in Sunday's meaningless final singles match 
defeating Wally Masur, 6-4, 7-5. 
 
To understand what is going on here it is necessary to go back 
to last year's successful Davis Cup championship when John 
McEnroe inspired his fellow players Agassi, Courier, and Sampras 
to a tremendous victory. The climax of the victory over 
Switzerland came when McEnroe and Sampras, as a doubles team, 
came back from two sets down to win. It was the pivotal match of 
the tie, and McEnroe was the key inspirational figure. He 
inspired and lifted the entire team. 
 
After that victory, for which Tom Gorman was U.S. Davis Cup 
captain, McEnroe announced that he would be leaving the tour as 
a singles player, but would continue to play doubles, and might 
consider Davis cup competition, but only if he were the captain 
of the U.S. Davis Cup team.  
 
A number of people supported the idea of McEnroe as Davis Cup 
captain, including Agassi, Sampras and Courier. Several 
obstacles stood in his way: 1) Tom Gorman was not interested in 
giving up his position as Davis Cup captain, 2) Davis Cup 
officials have too many bad memories of Johnny Mac showing 
something less than sportsmanlike behavior on the courts; and 3) 
McEnroe once boycotted the Davis Cup team for four years after 
USTA officials imposed a code of conduct on the U.S. team 
following a McEnroe and Connors tantrum during the 1984 loss to 
Sweden. 
 
On the other hand John McEnroe, like no other player in U.S. 
tennis, has been dedicated to Davis Cup play and has led the 
U.S. team to cups on five occasions. He has not begged off to 
play in more lucrative venues, and in fact has said on several 
occasions that he considers it the greatest honor to play tennis 
for his country. His personality is very well tuned to the 
atmosphere of Davis Cup play, in which crowds can be rowdy, 
loud, and sometimes even hostile. He calls Davis Cup, "the 
ultimate, the pure side of tennis."  
 
However despite the urgings of many and desires of the best 
players in the United States, Tom Gorman was named yet again as 
the captain of the U.S. Davis Cup team. 
 
Many are suggesting that there is a conspiracy afoot to drive 
Gorman out, and put McEnroe into the captain's chair. Guy Forget 
of France put it best: "You have to congratulate the Americans. 
They did everything to lose and they succeeded. It's perhaps 
some politics to push out Gorman." Indeed it is, and no doubt it 
will.  
 
Agassi has ridiculed the USTA officials who fear McEnroe losing 
his temper; Sampras refers to McEnroe as his father figure, 
isn't that a beautiful thought to contemplate; and Courier says 
of USTA officials, "The hell with 'em. They'll learn." All three 
make it clear that Johnny Mac is their man, and that their 
decisions not to play in Australia hinged directly on the fact 
that McEnroe was not chosen to replace Gorman. 
 
You have to feel for Tom Gorman in all of this. Eight years he 
has been captain, and twice his teams have won the Cup. But he 
has not been able to inspire the loyalty of this new generation 
of U.S. tennis stars, and so he will no doubt be replaced. If he 
is not the U.S. will face the possibility of being relegated to 
zonal play, which will happen if they can not defeat Brazil in 
the fall. Without the top U.S. players competing this is a 
distinct possibility. 
 
Is this a story of pettiness and spoiled athletes challenging 
the powers that be in tennis? Is this a typical McEnroe kind of 
story, a replication of McEnroe's attempts to intimidate the 
lines person? Or is it one of those stories of thick-headed fat 
cats who run tennis, too silly and too stodgy to change, too 
stubborn to see the light, who would rather see U.S. tennis 
wrecked than change under pressure from players?  
 
Whatever it is, all I can say is what I always say at this 
point. 
 
On Sport and Society this is Dick Crepeau reminding you that you 
don't have to be a good sport to be a bad loser.  
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